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Itôs the Law

Federal Laws
Voting Rights Act of 1965 - Provisions extended for 25 years in July 2006

Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act of 1984

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)

Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002

State Laws
California Code of Regulations Title 24 - Part of the building code that 
provides the specific regulations for meeting accessibility laws in California

Election Code Ä12280. When designating polling places, the elections 
official shall undertake necessary measures in the locating of polling places 
to ensure that polling places meet the guidelines promulgated by the 
Secretary of State for accessibility 

CA Secretary of State Guidelines and Checklist (revised April 2014) 
http://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/polling-place-accessibility/guidelines/entire-
guidelines-april-2014.pdf

http://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/polling-place-accessibility/guidelines/entire-guidelines-april-2014.pdf


Best Practices for County 

Elections Officials
Accessible Polling 

Places
ï Access Compliance Plan

ï Surveying polling sites existing 

and potential

ï Polling place How-To binders 

ï Mitigation measures ï

temporary thresholds, ramps, 

cones to create accessible 

parking places, mats to cover 

grates, temporary accessible 

door hardware, signage



Staffing & Training

Å Staffing ïaccess program coordinator on staff and/or a private consultant, 
Election Day rovers to ensure access and compliance with the election laws

Å Training ïlanguage guide, sensitivity training videos, voting equipment training 
labs for hands on learning


