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HOW CAN VOTERS VOTE?  
LET ME COUNT THE WAYS. 

¢  60 day ballots for military and overseas 
¢  Vote starting E-29 in Santa Cruz & Watsonville 
¢  Vote by mail this one time 
¢  Vote by mail permanently 
¢  Vote on the weekend before Election Day (SC or WAT) 
¢  Vote on Election Day at the polls (paper or DRE) 
¢  Vote on Election Day in SC or WAT (paper or DRE) 
¢  Vote provisionally 
¢  Ballot delivery 
¢  Mobile voting vans (some counties) 
¢  Programs for inmates, care facilities, university 
¢  Cross-over ballots in Pres Primary 

 
                           LANGUAGES! 
 



MAKING SURE VOTERS KNOW THEIR OPTIONS  
 

= Plain Language 



Q&A FORMAT 
Pages printed in county 
Sample Ballot booklet. 

Pages are printed in 
Spanish as well. 



SERVICES FOR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES 



VOTE-BY-MAIL APPLICATION 
BACKCOVER OF VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET 



HOW CAN VBM BALLOTS BE RETURNED?  
MANY OPTIONS. 

¢ Return by mail in time for 8 p.m. E-Day receipt – 
postage rates vary 

¢ Some use overnight services – doesn’t always 
work 

¢ Return to any polling place in the county who 
issued the ballot 

¢ Drop boxes – no stamp required 
¢ Satellite locations for voting or dropping off 

ballots 
¢ FAX for military and overseas 



3-DAY REPRIEVE 

¢  SB 29 (Correa) – allows election officials to count VBM 
ballots cast by election day and received no later than the 
3rd day after the election.  
�  CACEO supports 
�  If no postmark, voter must sign and date by EDay 

¢  Stats from Santa Cruz County 
 

 



VBM CHALLENGE STATS 



INSERT SENT WITH 
VBM BALLOTS 
 



INSIDE ENVELOPE 



SIGNATURE AREA 

Privacy tab covers sig.   Where’s the sig?  



PROVISIONAL ENVELOPES 



Provisional Stats 

Elec%on	
  
Date	
  

Provisional	
  
Ballots	
  Fully	
  
Counted	
  

Provisional	
  
Ballots	
  Par%al	
  

Counted	
  

Provisional	
  
Ballots	
  Not	
  
Counted	
  

Total	
  
Provisional	
  
Ballots	
  

%	
  of	
  Provs.	
  
Counted	
  

Nov-­‐12	
   5,610	
   1,325	
   1,898	
   8,833	
   78.51%	
  
Jun-­‐12	
   1429	
   374	
   193	
   1,996	
   90.33%	
  
Nov-­‐10	
   3,680	
   838	
   1,041	
   5,559	
   81.27%	
  
Jun-­‐10	
   1,128	
   234	
   145	
   1,507	
   90.38%	
  
May-­‐09	
   782	
   0	
   54	
   836	
   93.54%	
  
Nov-­‐08	
   3,712	
   774	
   1,299	
   5,785	
   77.55%	
  
Jun-­‐08	
   705	
   164	
   76	
   945	
   91.96%	
  
Feb-­‐08	
   3,079	
   601	
   935	
   4,615	
   79.74%	
  



VOTING OPTIONS FOR VOTERS IN 
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

¢ Residential care facilities 
¢ Convalescent homes 
¢ Retirement communities 
¢ Assisted living facilities 
¢ UCSC 
¢ Main County Jail 
¢  “Jail Farm” and Roundtree Lane facility 
¢ Blaine Street Women’s Detention Facility 
¢  Juvenile Detention Center 



MATERIALS 
¢ Packets for residential facilities 

�  Letter 
�  Voter Reg Cards 
�  VBM apps 

¢ U Vote – UCSC 
¢ Packets for jail facilities 

�  Voter information 
�  Voter Reg Cards 
�  Special VBM application 
�  DVD 
�  ACLU Handout 
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KNOW YOUR VOTING RIGHTS 



TOP 2 OPTIONS IN JUNE 2014 
PRINT IN SPANISH TOO 





NEW VOTER LOOKUP SCREEN 



OVERCOMING THE CHALLENGES OF 
BUFFET BALLOTING 

¢ No one size fits all for counties 
¢ Partner with groups/organizations (LWV, ACLU, 

University, etc.) 
¢ Satellite voting partners (We    Watsonville) 
¢ Grateful for any grants – FVAP 
¢ Legislative changes: 

�  Help – Postmark bill, VBM by phone, sig sources 
�  Hinder – drop box staffing 
�  Other – all mail elections, vote centers, election day 

registration  

¢ Automation – VBM ballot sorter, sig check 
¢ Great, energetic staff!! 



THANK YOU! 

¢ Gail L. Pellerin 
Santa Cruz County Clerk 
831-454-2419 
gail.pellerin@santacruzcounty.us  
www.votescount.com  

 


