
Plain	  Language:	  	  
Accessibility's	  Building	  Block	  

	  

The	  Problem	  
Ø  Lack	  of	  access	  for	  LEP,	  low-‐literacy,	  and	  people	  with	  disabili9es.	  
Ø  Deficit	  of	  clear,	  comprehensible	  informa9on.	  
Ø  Long,	  complicated	  ballots	  &	  cacophony	  of	  campaigns.	  

	  
Part	  of	  the	  Solu=on	  

Make	  informa9on	  about	  how	  and	  why	  to	  vote	  accessible	  to	  
everyone;	  with	  a	  focus	  on	  the	  underserved.	  

	  
The	  Goal	  

Increase	  voter	  par9cipa9on	  across	  all	  demographics	  to	  make	  
California	  more	  representa9ve.	  



	  

	  Community-‐Driven	  design	  to	  find	  
Ø  Key	  concepts	  	  
Ø  Logical	  sequence	  	  
Ø  Right	  amount	  of	  detail	  
Ø  Clear	  language	  

	  
	  Easy	  Voter	  Guide	  –	  how	  and	  why	  to	  vote	  

Ø  Sign	  Up,	  Get	  Ready,	  Vote!	  	  
Ø  Statewide	  Elec9on	  Info	  	  
Ø  State	  ballot	  measure	  summaries	  
Ø  In	  English,	  Spanish,	  Vietnamese,	  Korean	  &	  Chinese	  

The	  Easy	  Voter	  Guide:	  	  
Making	  Informa=on	  Accessible	  



The	  Best	  Prac=ces	  Manual:	  	  
Making	  Informa=on	  Accessible	  
	  

Voters	  say	  they	  need	  	  the	  	  
basics	  presented	  with	  
	  

Ø  Plain	  language	  
	  

Ø  Clear	  layout	  
	  

Ø  Visual	  storytelling	  

[Vote	  at	  polls	  info;	  	  
ballot	  box	  image]	  

[Vote	  early	  in	  person	  	  
info;	  calendar	  image]	  

[Vote	  by	  mail	  info;	  
envelope	  image]	  



	  

PuKng	  the	  Voter	  Bill	  of	  Rights	  into	  Plain	  Language:	  
	  

Ø  SB	  505	  –	  SoS	  gets	  authority	  to	  revise	  
	  

Ø  Revisions	  and	  Community	  Review	  
	  

Ø  Challenges	  
	  
You	  have	  the	  right	  to:	  

	  
	  

The	  Best	  Prac=ces	  Manual:	  
The	  Voter	  Bill	  of	  Rights	  

…cast	  a	  provisional	  
ballot	  if	  your	  name	  is	  not	  
listed	  on	  the	  vo9ng	  rolls.	  

…	  vote	  if	  you	  are	  a	  registered	  voter	  
even	  if	  your	  name	  is	  not	  on	  the	  list.	  
You	  will	  vote	  using	  a	  provisional	  
ballot.	  Your	  vote	  will	  be	  counted	  if	  
elec9on	  officials	  determine	  that	  you	  
are	  eligible	  to	  vote.	  

SEVEN	  
REVISIONS	  

	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  
Comprehensive,	  one-‐stop	  source	  for	  nonpar=san	  vo=ng	  informa=on.	  	  

[Candidate	  Profile	  Image]	   [Candidate	  Campaign	  Finance	  Profile	  Image]	  



	  

	  
	  

Valuable	  Partnerships	  

[League/Elec9ons	  Officials	  Partnership	  Photo]	  


