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Total Votes Cast 5,286,204 7,738,821 6,684,421 12,589,683 5,269,142 8,899,059 9,068,415 13,743,177 5,654,993 10,300,392 5,328,296 13,302,158 4,461,346 7,513,972 8,548,301 14,610,509

VBM Votes Cast 1,378,413 2,096,094 2,293,321 4,105,179 2,471,358 3,696,940 3,777,094 5,722,465 3,278,224 4,989,852 3,471,570 6,753,688 3,096,104 4,547,705 5,036,262 8,443,594

Registration 15,280,808 15,303,469 15,091,160 16,557,273 15,668,439 15,837,108 15,712,753 17,304,091 16,977,031 17,285,883 17,153,699 18,245,970 17,722,006 17,803,823 17,915,053 19,411,771

26%
27% 34%

33%

47%

42% 42%

42%

58%

48%

65%

51%

69%

61%
59%

58%

 -

 1,000,000

 2,000,000

 3,000,000

 4,000,000

 5,000,000

 6,000,000

 7,000,000

 8,000,000

 9,000,000

 10,000,000

 11,000,000

 12,000,000

 13,000,000

 14,000,000

 15,000,000

 16,000,000

 17,000,000

 18,000,000

 19,000,000

 20,000,000

 21,000,000

Statewide VBM Turnout
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VBM Turnout W/O L.A.
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Vote By Mail
• California No-Excuse Absentee Voting - 1978

• 4.4% absentee ballots cast – November 1978

• Uniform and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) – 1986 

• Protects the right to vote for service members stationed overseas

• Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act (MOVE) - 2009 

• Protects the right to vote for service members stationed overseas

• California Permanent Vote By Mail - 2002

• 27% VBM ballots cast November 2002

• 60% VBM ballots cast November 2014 & 58% November 2016

• Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act (MOVE) - 2009 

• Expanded UOCAVA to provide greater protections to service members, their 

families and other overseas citizens.
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• Postage Plus Three  - 2016

• Allows VBM ballots to be counted if postmarked and received within three days 

of Election Day

• Eight Day Cure - 2016

• Allows for voters to provide a missing signature.

• Voter May Authorize Any Person to Deliver VBM Ballot – 2017

• Previously voters needed to designate a family member or a person residing in 

the voter’s household to return the ballot.

• VBM Ballot May be Delivered to Any County in the State  - 2017

• County elections official shall forward the ballot to the county in which the 

ballot was issued no later than eight days after receipt.

• California Voters Choice Act (SB 450) - 2017

• Provides for fourteen counties to opt in for a program to go 100% VBM , with 

VBM drop boxes and early vote centers.
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Vote By Mail Improvements

Santa Barbara County Elections

• Mail a ballot to every registered voter.

• Vote by Mail Drop Boxes.

• UOCAVA – allow ballots to be returned by email.

• Pay for return postage on all VBM.

• Provide for ballots to be delivered online so that voters with a disability can 

mark their ballot on their computer and have the ballot mailed to the 

elections office.

• Track the ballot – voters want to know that their ballot has been received and 

will be counted.

• Work to improve voter education of the VBM process.


